MANUAL OF DISEASES OF THE EYE by unknown
REVIEWS
THE VENEREAL DISEASES. A Manual for Practitioners and Students. By
James Marshall, M.B., B.S., M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P. Pp. 338. Illustrated.
London: Macmillan & Co. Ltd. 1944. 21s.
THIS is another contribution of high standard to the study of Venereal Diseases. The book is set
out in an attractive manner in four parts, each dealing with a different aspect of the subject,
the third and fourth parts dealing respectively with "other venereal and allied conditions" apart
from syphilis and gonorrhoea, and "technique" in the various procedures necessary in venereology.
It is difficult to pick out any special part for particular mention, but certain features of this
book are of considerable interest.
The introductions at the beginning of the sections on gonorrhcea and syphilis are very fine,
and give a rapid general picture of the conditions, which are further elaborated in the corres-
ponding sections, whilst the various stages of the diseases themselves are illustrated by an excellent
series of reproductions. Several small but important points have not been overlooked, such as
the danger of transmission of venereal diseases before clinical evidence of the diseases has
become manifest, and the importance of care and tact in history-taking. The importance of correct
interpretation of Wasserman results is again brought out, and a particularly interesting chapter
is written about the causation, pathology, pnd treatment of jaundice during arseno-therapy- in;
syphilis. The treatment of the various conditions is well set out, though not all venereologists'
will agree with the dosage schemes suggested, especially in the chemotherapy of syphilis, whilst
the suggested dosage of M.&B. 693 for the -treatment of gonorrhoea in the feniale out-patient
seems rather inadequate, even in spite of the danger of minor toxic effects produced by larger
dosage of the drug.
The section on "Technique" is simple and to the point, the more elaborate procedures beyond
the scope of the average practitioner being omitted. The Sociology of Venereal Diseases is stressed-
in a timely word, the importance of gaining the patient's co-operation and the follow-up of'
defaulters is pointed out and suggestions are outlined on possible means- of improving the
sociological aspect of venereology.
The newer methods of treatment of Venereal Diseases, such as penicilliri and massive arseno-
therapy, have purposely 'been given only a passing word, only those methods being described in'
detail which are within the reach and scope of the average medical practitioner.
As a whole, this is another excellent and attractive book which can be recommended witlh
complete confidence to both the medical student reading for his final M.B., or to the busy
practitioner wvho wishes to revise his knowledge of the Venereal Diseases. J. S. McC.
MANUAL OF DISEASES OF THE EYE. By Charles H. May, M.D., and the
late Claude Worth. Ninth edition. Revised by M. L. Hine,. M.D., F.R.C.S.
Pp. 536. Bailli&re, Tindall & Cox.
THE ninth edition of May & Worth's "Manual of Diseases of the Eye," revised by Montague L.
Hine, has recently been issued by Messrs. Bailliere, Tindall & Cox. As the eighth edition, which
was issued in September, 1939, incorporated a large amount of new matter, including chapters
on Ophthalmology in the Tropics, and on Eye Injuries in Wartime, the present edition has called
for fewer further changes. Notice is taken of the advances in sulphonamide therapy and of the
introduction of penicillin. Vitamin therapy has received rather greater mention, and though the
reviser states that its value is hard to determine, this reviewer feels that still more stress might
have been laid on the value of vitamin A in conjunctivitis, especially of the type associated with
catarrhal ulcers of the cornea..
In order to keep down the size of a book of this kind, written as it is for students and general
practitioners, the introduction of new material calls for the deletion of old. The selection of what
to include has been very successfully carried out, so that with its multitude of illustrations and
many coloured plates, the new edition should easily maintain the position held by the earlier
editions of this valuable textbook.
49The few omissions which can be pointed out only emphasize the general completeness of the
volume. It would, however, take very little space, and it would add to the interest and value of
the manual to mention heterochromic cyclitis, the conjunctivo-keratitis associated with molluscum
contagiosum, and the association of dislocated lenses with the general condition of arachnodactyly.
The reviewer thinks it would also be of interest value to the student and general practitioner
to know that the irritation set up in some persons by atropine is an allergic reaction, the antigen
being a salt of atropine and a protein present in the tears.
The production and format of the book is unchanged and is one in which all concerned are
to be congratulated, and there must be few of those for whom the book was written who would
not derive both profit and pleasure from its perusal. J. A. C.
HYGIENE. Second Edition. By J. R. Currie, M.A., M.D., LL.D., D.P.H.,
F.R.C.P., and A. G. Mearns, B.Sc., M.D., B.Sc.(Public Health), D.P.H.,
F.R.S.Edin. Pp. 432. 89 figures. Price 21s. E. & S. Livingstone, Edin-
burgh. 1945.
THIS manual of Public Health is divided into twenty-three sections dealing fully with the personal
and environmental aspects of the subject. In the arrangement of the material priority has been
given to the social side of Hygiene. In a postscript a masterly summary is given of XVhite Papers
dealing with Design of Dwellings, Social Medicine and Social Insurance. The book is up to date
and the information contained in it is thoroughly reliable and will be of immense service to
students of medicine, medical officers, practitioners of medicine, sanitary inspectors, social
workers and others interested in the subject.
It is an admirable textbook for medical students and the D.P.H. candidate will find it most
helpful. Teachers of hygiene will find it invaluable. The authors have a sound knowledge not
only of the sciences on which hygiene rests, but also have had practical experience of public health
administration. In a book of this size it has been necessary to condense an enormous number of
facts, but the condensation has been carried out with such skill that the interest of the reader
does not flag. The work is well written, the illustrations are most attractive, and the publishers
are to be congratulated on the beautiful paper on which it is printed and on its general format. I
can recommend it enthusiastically to medical students and practitioners alike as a safe guide in
the changing field of medicine to-day, when stress is being laid on the preventive side. W. J. W.
TEXTBOOK OF AN,2ESTHETICS. By R. J. Minnitt, M.D., D.A., and John
Gillies, M.B., Ch.B., D.A. Sixth Edition. Pp. 487. Illustrated. 25s., plus
9d. postage. Edinburgh: E. & S. Livingstone.
IN the twenty-five years which have elapsed since the first publication of this textbook-then
entitled a "handbook"-the art of aneesthesia has made such striking advances that it may now
be considered to constitute something more of a science than an art.
The present edition, in which the book has undergone very extensive revision, emanates as a
joint effort from the wide experience and considerable learning of two of our most distinguished
angsthetists. The high standard of the work has been achieved only through the broad perception
of medicine as a whole possessed by both authors.
This edition incorporates new chapters on trichlorethylene, endotracheal anesthesirr, intravenous
anaesthesia, and anesthesia for dentistry. The physiology of anaesthesia has been dealt with and
elaborated upon in succinct and clear terms, and to a degree not previously attempted in any British
textbook on anaesthesia. The chapters on regional and spinal anaesthesia, while quickly covering
wide fields, are rather too brief to be of real value to the serious student, and lack that detail in
direction which is so essential for the achievement of success in these branches of the subject;
though one realises that it would be quite impossible-in a textbook of this size-to adequately
cover every aspect of so wide a discussion.
This book can, with confidence, be recommended to all interested in, or in any way connected
with, the realm of anaesthesia. For those taking up the speciality it offers a sound basis for
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